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Module 5 Lesson Plan: The Parts of Speech 

Content: 

 This year, I am teaching reading to 2nd grade students.  As determined by our Fall 

DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) scores, the students in my 

group scored among the highest in their grade level.  We work with the same material as 

the other groups, but since they are advanced readers, I often do not have to re-teach 

some of the content.   

 Literacy is our main focus in reading.  We strive to have our students understand 

what they read through comprehension, monitoring, clarifying, and questioning the 

content.  As we progress through the year and finish the first third of our reading program 

this upcoming week, I am able to reflect upon what they are learning and where we need 

to focus more attention.   

 As I implement my lesson plan, it is important to keep my initial essential 

questions in mind.  These will act as a guideline for my teaching to ensure that I am 

presenting the information I want my students to know and understand.  Also, I can use 

them to elaborate and expand ideas, thus prompting students to become invested and 

engaged in the content. 

1. Why is it important to understand the different parts of speech? 

2. How can one word be considered two different parts of speech? 
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3. How do our vocabulary words help us better understand the different parts of 

speech? 

4. When the words are read alone, what are some clues that can be used to determine 

and understand a word's part of speech? 

 My lesson plan is designed to teach second grade students how to identify and 

correctly use the different parts of speech.  By using our vocabulary words from the 

stories in our anthology and identifying them, this will provide a beginning for the lesson.  

Not only will I be able to identify what the students know and where they may have 

misconceptions, but I will also start the students in thinking about what we will learn.  

Based on the reading standards for the state of Montana, this lesson will cover many 

areas including:  

• Reading Content Standard 1.1: make predictions and connections between new 

material and previous information/experiences. 

• Reading Content Standard 1.3: provide oral, written, and/or artistic responses to 

ideas and feelings generated by the reading material. 

• Reading Content Standard 1.4: demonstrate basic understanding of main ideas 

and some supporting details. 

• Reading Content Standard 2.1: decode unknown words combining the elements 

of phonics, grammatical structures, analysis of word parts, and context to 

understand reading material. 

• Reading Content Standard 2.6: develop vocabulary through the use of context 

clues, analysis of word parts, auditory clues, and reference sources (e.g., 

dictionary, thesaurus, glossary). 

• Reading Content Standard 2.7: identify and apply reading strategies, including 

decoding words, self-correcting, and rereading to comprehend. 
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Pedagogy: 

 There are a variety of pedagogical strategies I will use that will enable me to 

gauge and assess learning of my second grade students.  I need to begin the lesson by 

understanding what the students understand.  This can be done as an informal question 

and answer discussion.  It should not take long to learn the area where students need extra 

support because we have discussed a few of the parts of speech already this year as part 

of our reading block time.   

 The Information Processing module of the Cognitive Theory of Learning will 

guide my pedagogy, as I understand my students’ prior knowledge.  This understanding 

will in turn enable me to move into Cognitive Constructivism as I become a guide to 

their learning and the students take on the role of active thinkers, explainers, interpreters, 

and questioners.  Also, as part of our learning about the parts of speech, elements of 

Social Constructivism will take place, as I will encourage students to discuss questions 

with the other students at their tables.  Piaget’s theories will also be tested because 

students will have schemas regarding the interpretation of the parts of speech.  While I 

do not actively anticipate disequilibration among the students because of their advanced 

reading skills, they will assimilate these new ideas into their current learning ideas.  

However, I will be prepared as I challenge their thoughts.  I want them to understand this 

information both in and out of class, making it a skill that they can recall and utilize in 

many other subject areas as they progress through with their education. 

Content and Pedagogy: 

 These particular strategies will help me teach the parts of speech because the 

students will be introduced to new terms and definitions as well as more familiar ones.  
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They will naturally migrate from active listeners to strategy users and active thinkers, 

explainers, interpreters, and questioners as well as communicating their ideas in the social 

environment of our classroom.  I chose these strategies for many reasons.  Their skill 

level is a primary assurance, but the class size also plays a big role.   

 I have nine students for an hour and a half every day.  With such a small, tight-

knit group, social interaction is easy to encourage and nurture.  The students are all eager 

to share their knowledge, and with nine students, it is much easier to visually see who is 

not participating.  I can also ask questions to each student in a relatively short amount of 

time without always simply calling on the same core students.  Working with a small 

group definitely influenced my strategies and choices.  If I worked with a larger group, 

there may not always be the opportunity to call on everyone and ask for their 

contributions.  However, with a small group, it is easier to keep them focused on the task 

at hand and I can ask groups of five at a time to write answers to questions on either the 

large whiteboard or their individual whiteboards.  Either way it is beneficial for everyone 

involved because they all have an equal opportunity to contribute to the classroom 

discussion regarding the parts of speech. 

Technology: 

 While it would be ideal to use clickers for quick responses for this lesson, I 

unfortunately cannot because we do not have such a technology in our school.  However, 

I will be using a classroom wiki on wikispaces.com.   

 I have just begun to introduce the idea of contributing to a wiki with my students 

and they are quickly become adept at understanding how it works.  I have chosen to use a 

wiki for many reasons.  First, I like that a wiki fosters collaboration among students.  I 
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can assign two or three students to a group (project) and give them several words that 

they need to identify.  I can also present the words on the main page of our wiki and ask 

the students to copy them to their personal page and from there, they will identify them in 

their own space and give examples to ensure that they understand how to properly use the 

word.  Second, with a wiki, it will give the students the opportunity to add images to their 

text.  They can perform a quick search for appropriate clipart images using Google and 

add them into their work.  Finally, through using a wiki, students will be engaged.  They 

will not have to impatiently wait for me to call on them.  They can identify and use the 

words and share their work on their page and then view the work of others immediately 

thereafter.  Also, this will enable students to ask each other questions about where they 

found a particular image.   

 It is my hope that they will be able to redirect their classmates to the correct sites.  

Through this technology, students will be the center of their learning and can ultimately 

teach each other.  This lesson would certainly be possible without the technology, but it 

will be enhanced with it.  This type of online forum allows students to honestly answer 

without feeling pressure from their classmates.  I anticipate that this will foster 

independence in their learning as they network their thoughts and ideas regarding the 

parts of speech. 

Technology and Pedagogy: 

 As previously stated, the technology I have chosen fits into my lesson by 

transitioning students from listening to me and acquiring information (Information 

Processing) to becoming active thinkers through Cognitive Constructivism.  The wiki is a 

natural extension of the latter theory because it enables students to be active contributors 
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in their education.  They can still ask questions of me, but they are free to explore in 

order to gain further depth of understanding.   

 Since my students have been (slightly) exposed to the wiki already, it is not 

entirely foreign to them.  However, as I ask them to accomplish more difficult tasks, I 

anticipate assimilating new ideas into their already well-established schemas.  Only 

through guiding the students through trial and error and encouraging them that it’s all 

right to explore and sometimes fail in order to learn will they become more cognizant of 

their abilities and take an active role and understanding in what and how they are 

learning.  

Technology and Content: 

 My choice of technology will help me teach the “big ideas” and address the 

essential questions regarding the parts of speech by driving students not only toward 

collaboration but student-centered learning.  Utilizing a wiki enables students to explore 

and become accountable for their learning, and it is a tool, which I intend to use for this 

purpose and for other tasks in our reading program.  Also, as I review their work within 

the wiki, I can correct changes and ask new questions of my students to fully ensure that 

they understand the concepts I am presenting.  

Assessment: 

 Ideally, I want my students to be able to identify the eight different parts of 

speech.  However, since they are second grade students, I would be pleased for them to 

know and understand nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs.  Since I have yet 

to implement my lesson, it may be too much to expect them to correctly identify 

prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections at this point.  However, by the end of the 
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school year, I would like them to be familiar with these terms and be able to give me 

correct examples of each one.   

 I will assess what they have learned through the pages they have created within 

our wiki.  By evaluating their work, I will be able to know if they have learned the 

terminology and are able to identify and apply what these words mean correctly either 

through sentences or imagery.   

 The role of technology in my assessments will be that I can contribute to their 

wiki page directly with comments.  This will enable me to monitor their work and clarify 

any errors or misconceptions.  While it is possible to teach the parts of speech without 

technology, using technology will enable my students to receive immediate feedback 

directly related to what they have contributed.  It will provide them with relevant 

information so they can connect what they have learned and direct themselves toward 

what they want to learn.  While this could be accomplished with a written quiz or test, it 

may be more beneficial to students if they can see my comments on their wiki page 

where they can edit and respond.  This will ultimately help the students to assimilate 

these new ideas into their schemas immediately rather than retaking a test and trying to 

grasp the information afterwards.  It may prove to be less intimidating to correct errors 

within their wiki page instead of facing a returned, written paper with disheartening red 

marks on it that highlight their errors. 

Anticipatory Set: 

 Identifying the parts of speech is not necessarily the most interesting subject.  In 

order to seize my students’ attention from the beginning of the lesson, I will ask them 

about the various words on our vocabulary wall.  I will ask the students if a certain word 
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is a noun or verb, since these are the most common examples we have thus far 

encountered.  As we come across new words that are neither of these examples, I will ask 

them to tell me what the words does in a sentence.  (Example: “pretty: this words 

describes something.)  From this point, I can explain that there are eight parts of speech 

in our language and proceed to write down the different names for each.  I will have the 

students write the names with a brief description in their notebooks. 

Teacher Input: 

 Once the students have written down their brief descriptions for each part of 

speech, as a group, we will figure out different words for each category.  This 

collaborative exercise will enable students to gain a better understanding of the content 

by providing their own examples rather than me simply giving them the answers.  So far 

this year we have studied nouns, verbs, pronouns, and (briefly) adjectives.  Once the 

students get the idea of each word, I anticipate them adding more and more words to their 

lists.  I will not give them more than ten minutes to brainstorm and add to their lists, but 

will enable them to work on the lists when they have completed other assignments in the 

future.  Because we have not discussed prepositions, conjunctions, or interjections yet 

this year, I will focus more time with these terms because I truly want students to 

understand them on their own terms rather than simply reciting them for me.   

 As a final component to the lesson, we will go into the computer lab where I will 

have the students log onto our wiki page and identify the different words I have provided.  

They will be able to identify them either through words, imagery, or both.   

 Even though I meet with my students for an hour and a half a day, we only have a 

thirty-minute block of time to work on grammar.  Therefore, I will take several days to 
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present this lesson in order to accurately convey the meanings and give students to 

provide suitable examples.  Otherwise, I know I will face frustration and confusion. 

	  


