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School Administrators; 

 The Web 2.0 committee has been formed to integrate Web 2.0 technologies into 

the curriculum of each subject area.  Through the usage of web-based applications, we 

can provide and receive feedback for an audience that transcends the walls of our school, 

emphasizing student learning on the process rather than the final product.  This, in effect, 

will encourage students to consider the steps necessary to achieve an end result rather 

than cramming information into their work for the culmination of a project or unit.  We 

need to prepare “students with 21st-century skills using a flexible approach rather than 

teaching just what will be tested.”  (Web 2.0 – New Tools, New Schools, Gwen Solomon, 

Lynn Schrum, p. 21.)  We need to change our mode of thinking and teaching so students 

understand that “excellence rather than completion is the standard.”  (Solomon, p. 49.)  

We want students to continually use and refine these tools, not dismiss and forget about 

them upon completion.   

We can use Web 2.0 tools to successfully integrate this vision into each subject area.  

The benefits to Language Arts are the most obvious, but they will resound throughout all 

subject matter.  The tools can be directly linked to math, social studies, geography, and 

science.  Posting on a class blog, creating and editing a wiki, reading pertinent 

information subscribed to via an RSS feed, and utilizing the tools of Google Earth will 

engage students and foster daily growth.  “Technology makes it possible to target the 

right approaches for each student in order to provide individualized and differentiated 

instruction.”  (Solomon, p. 37.) 

The implications for students and their learning through using these tools are 

powerful and immense.  It is time we move beyond reading and researching with the 



Internet but teach students that they are “now contributors as well as consumers of 

information online.”  (Solomon, p. 144.)   Some implications for the implementation of 

Web 2.0 technologies are as follows: 

• Blogs can promote critical and analytical thinking 

• Blogs can be a powerful tool of creative, intuitive, and associative thinking as 

well as promoting analogical thinking 

• Wikis will enable students to “work from anywhere, which means they are 

able to contribute on their own schedule rather than being limited to the 

school day or class period” (Solomon, p. 58.) 

• Wikis can teach students the importance of working with each other, creating 

a community, and how to operate in a world where the creation of knowledge 

and information is more and more becoming a group effort 

• Podcasts will enable students to broadcast and share their own “expertise and 

opinions” to a global audience using live streaming tools (Solomon, p. 57.) 

• Podcasts will help students keep notes, reflect on a day’s lesson, or “keep 

track of project activities as they work” (Ibid.) 

• Information can be brought directly to the student, automatically downloaded 

using an RSS feed 

• Students can use news sources with an RSS feed as they research current 

events or topic-specific information 

• Social bookmarking will help students (and teachers) to build a subject-

specific resource lists that they can easily share when using RSS (Blogs, 

Wikis, Podcasts, and Other Powerful Web Tools for the Classroom, Will 

Richardson, p. 10.) 

• Social bookmarking will also enable students to use keywords and bring up 

lists of websites related to their topic that others have already compiled 

• With photo sharing, students can post digital photos and use them to 

“illustrate their writing,” and when used with software, they can create and 

present slideshow presentations (Solomon, p. 61.) 

• Photo sharing also allows students to see and post current events and add to a 

discussion 



• Digital storytelling makes students better writers through multiple drafts, 

rewrites, and script preparation 

• Digital storytelling will also help students build essential visual literacy skills 

through the selection of the imagery required to construct the story 

• With screencasting, students can create personal Internet tours 

• Screencasting will also facilitate students to read stories or poetry they have 

written with accompanying visuals they have either created or found (and 

credited) 

• Google SketchUp will teach students how to create three-dimensional models 

of houses, sheds, decks, etc. and calculate measurements 

• Students can also experiment with colors, textures, and shadows with Google 

SketchUp 

• Google Earth will enable students to explore the world and gather 

geographical information, thus giving them a global sense of the world in 

pictures 

• Students will also be able to explore rich multimedia content using Google 

Earth 

With the vast tools we would like to incorporate into our curriculum, an acceptable 

use policy is crucial.  Since the use of Web 2.0 technologies involve contributing to the 

Internet, our committee understands that we need to address Web publishing policies.  

Through the use of these tools, we need to establish goals.  “These goals should range 

through administrative functions, classroom management, and instructional objectives.”  

(David Warlick quoted in Web 2.0 – New Tools, New Schools, Gwen Solomon, Lynn 

Schrum, p. 144.)  Specific uses of these applications need to be “promoted and 

supported.”  Students and staff will also be informed of “activities that will not be 

allowed.”  Teachers will be provided “with guidelines and procedures that not only 

govern student use of technology, but also help them to understand and put into practice 

foundations of informational ethics.”  (Solomon, p. 145.)  Furthermore, parents will be 

informed of our intentions to publish to the Web.  We will require them to sign 

documentation regarding our Acceptable Use Policy.  Communication between parents 

and the staff is vital.  We want parents to feel comfortable knowing what safety 



precautions we are taking to “protect student privacy.”  (Richardson, p. 46.)  An annual 

meeting will be conducted as an orientation to parents so they are aware of our 

objectives.  Once implemented, our AUP will “teach students about sharing, contributing, 

and the value of community.”  (Solomon, p. 145.) 

Implementing Web 2.0 technologies into our curriculum is by no means a task to be 

taken lightly.  However, the benefits to our students for using these tools will be 

numerous and highly relevant to their continuing education. These tools can be 

rationalized simply by stating that they will benefit our students.  As the chair of this 

committee, allow me to elaborate how they will assist with learning. 

In our K – 8 district, a classroom blog could be implemented.  The committee 

recommends introducing this tool in grade 3 because many of the students will have the 

basic keyboarding skills necessary to convey their thoughts.  Therefore, by the time they 

exit our district after eighth grade, many may have taken the initiative to create and 

regularly post on personal blogs outside of school.  Through the use of a classroom blog, 

our students’ writing skills will increase.  They will understand the necessity to write 

clear and concise in order to promote discussion.  It will encourage all learners, from the 

outspoken to the quiet, to voice their thoughts and display that what they have to say is 

important.  Additionally, with our Acceptable Use Policy updated and implemented, 

protecting students from cyber-bullying will be our utmost priority and concern.  Parents 

will be informed of what their children are writing and given full access to all classroom 

posts. 

As our students get older and searching for information becomes a greater part of 

their education, the creation and use of a wiki will be a valuable asset.  The committee 

recommends integrating a wiki by grade 4 under close supervision.  Students at this 

younger age will create a private class wiki so that by the end of the academic year, they 

will feel comfortable conducting online discussions with their peers.  This will enable 

them to collaborate outside their peers and explore a larger world of wikis as they move 

into fifth grade and beyond.   

Using RSS starting in grade 4 will enable students to have information brought to 

them.  This will significantly cut down on time spent actually searching.  The 

convenience of an RSS feed will enable students to access news sources on a more 



localized scale while researching current events or topic-specific information.  This will 

also help them to begin the process of discerning valid and valuable information.  

Reading and writing skills will be utilized and strengthened through this tool.  Teachers 

will be able to see what information has been subscribed to, insuring that it is pertinent 

and appropriate for the students’ learning. 

The committee is very excited over using photo sharing in the classroom.  Since we 

have had access to digital cameras for quite some time, being able to integrate them into 

the curriculum is the next logical step.  With teacher guidance, we would like students as 

young as Kindergarten and grade 1 to work with photo sharing.  Grade 2 and older 

students will be able to use photo sharing with less and less teacher guidance each year as 

they post digital photos and use them to illustrate their writing in addition to creating 

slideshows for presentations.  Photos can also be uploaded to the Web and “easily shared 

with parents, the community, and colleagues.”  (Richardson, p. 102.)  Adhering to our 

AUP, photos will only be posted online with parental permission.  Private groups can be 

created on Flickr.com for added security, but if we open our groups to the general public, 

comments and connections on a global scale can be made. 

Google Earth is an amazing application that has so many possibilities for our 

students to connect and learn.  Like photo sharing, Google Earth could be easily 

implemented into the curriculum starting in Kindergarten.  Students will be able to use 

the map feature to see where the school and their residences are located.  Other places in 

the town in which they are familiar can also be pinpointed, thus giving these students a 

beginning perspective on distance.  In grade 1 as students complete the “Flat Stanley” 

traveling project, with each postcard they receive from their traveling companion, a pin 

could be added to the virtual map.  Each student could have a different marker to 

distinguish where each Flat Stanley traveled.  Distances could be calculated so students 

could gain a further understanding of space.   Students could then compare the travels of 

their Stanley to those of their classmates.  A blog and photo sharing could be completed 

with this tool as well, thus making Google Earth an exceptional, integral piece of Web 

2.0 technology.  As students progress in their studies through the eighth grade, Google 

Earth could be used for more and more complex assignments.  This will enable them to 

learn about geography as they explore the world, distances using measurement, and social 



studies as they learn about worldwide cultures.  These are only a fraction of the assets 

that this tool alone could produce.   

Imagine the potential we are giving our students by implementing the tools of Web 

2.0 technology.  Already our students are fearless in their use of technology.  By giving 

them the guidance and permission to explore these bold, new avenues of learning, we are 

helping them to become not just consumers, but contributors of information.  (Solomon, 

p. 144.)  If we are to pull ahead with education, it is time to “customize” the way this 

generation learns.  (Solomon, p. 33.)  Implementation of Web 2.0 technologies will 

enable us to prepare our students for their futures.  Are we ready for this challenge?  Our 

students are. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Duane B. Karlin, Web 2.0 Chair 

	  


